Early History of the Postcard

Tracing back the origins of the picture postcard is difficult because postcards were not simply invented —
instead, they evolved. Their history is inevitably linked with the development of the postal service, but
also features innovations in printing and photography, daring proposals... and even a 300-meter tower!
We chronicle the history of postcards through a timeline of relevant events, going back a few centuries to
provide the context that culminated in postcards being officially issued and recognized by a postal opera-
tor, on October 1st 1869.

17« to 19« Century

Following the popularization of printing presses, visiting cards, bill heads, writing paper and other types of
paper ephemera started to have illustrations on them, often with delicate engravings and tasteful de-
signs.

Already in 1777, French engraver Demaison published in Paris a sheet of cards with greetings on them,
meant to be cut and sent through the local post, but people were wary of servants reading their messag-
es... so the idea was not very well received.
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1840

A postal reform in the UK unified the cost of domestic mail delivery to 1 penny per envelope, to be pre-
paid by the sender. The proposals of Sir Rowland Hill also included that the pre-payment was to be made

by issuing printed sheets of adhesive stamps. The Penny Black, the world's first adhesive postage stamp,
made its debut in May 1840.

Simultaneously, decorated prepaid letter sheets (similar to today's aerograms) were also put on sale by
the post office. These were designed by William Mulready and showed Britannia with a lion at her feet,
sending mail messengers to all parts of the world. Though this particular design turned out to be unpop-
ular and often ridiculed, this was the first postal stationery item issued by the post office that had deco-
rations on the outside. They were replaced the following year by plain pink envelopes, with a printed 1
penny stamp on the corner.
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Already that year, Theodore Hook Esq, a British writer, mailed himself a caricature of post office workers,
shown to be writing mail in order to sell more stamps. Most likely mailed as a joke (and delivered against

the post office regulations of the time), this could probably be the earliest record of a postcard being sent
through the mail.

|A few years later, in 1843, Sir Henry Cole produced the first
| Christmas greeting card, a drawing of himself and his family.

.| This was the year in which Charles Dickens A Christmas Car-
ol was published.
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In late February, the US Congress passed
an act that allowed privately printed
cards, weighing one ounce or less, to be
sent in the mail.

Later that year, John P. Charlton from
Philadelphia patented a postal card and
sold the rights to Hymen Lipman (founder
of the first envelope company in the US
and inventor of the lead-pencil and eras-
er). However, with the start of the Civil
War a month later, these Lipman Cards as
they became known were forgotten and
not used until almost a decade later.

The earliest record of Lipman card's being used is from October 25, 1870, sent from Richmond, Indiana. It

featured an illustrated advertisement of Esterbrook Steel pens, and was the first pictorial postcard to be
mailed in the USA.
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To be continued in February issue no. 54
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MEMBERS ADVERTISEMENTS:
WANTED TO BUY:

Australian Comic Postcards. Collector and researcher looking for

singles, groups, duplicates, hoards, large/small collections.
Anything considered.

Contact Gary Davies, PO Box 107, Magnetic Island, Queensland, 4819. email: ccbng@optusnet.com.au

Postcards of Kalamunda (West Australia), Goa (India),
Lord Howe Island & Magnetic Bay (Queensland) and Norfolk Islands and Route 66
Email: pk@bankofideas.com.au or Call Peter Kenyon on: 62931848

Australian postcards - from the 60’s, 70’s and 80’s with Australian stamps on them. If you have any and would like to
contact Lucy Krause by email: lucy@P2PAgri.com.au

Members if you want to advertise your buys and sells etc let me know.
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Wanted to buy or exchange Per Bulletin prices
Art Series Postcards (A4 page)

Arl Sevies postcards show “Art Series —Copyright® on the back, lower left

otk $60 per full page ,
ey $30 half page, $15.00 1/4 page

Some show “Australian Series”™ on the fronl

AUSTRALAN SERIES!

Des Beechey Email: desbee@optushome.com.au

PHILICIA ANTIQUES
& COLLECTABLES PTY. LTD.

(Proprietors Phil & Chris Sunman)

317 GOODWOOD ROAD,
KINGS PARK SA 5034

SPECIAL DISCOUNTS GIVEN TO
MEMBERS OF THE
AUSTRALIAN POSTCARD SOCIETY
Buying and Selling QUALITY Old Wares
Specialising in Ephemera
300,000 Postcards & 50,000 Cigarette Cards in Stock

Antique photographs, bill heads, tickets, sporting memorabilia, trade cards, military ephemera,
magazines, rare books, catalogues, prints.

Also an extensive stock of china, glass, Australian pottery, lamps, jewellery, dolls and toys, furniture,
statuary, Australiana, tins,
packaging, etc.

Business Hours -
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday , Friday & Saturday 10.00am to 5.00pm

Contact Details -
Telephone/Fax (08) 8357.8177 or (08) 8357.8077

After Hours (08) 8269.1835 Mobile 0409.695.234

E-mail: philicia@tpg.com.au
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