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Before the Great War, Beersheba was @ “squdlid” fitle fown that existed as a
“distributing centre for camels”, Australia's official war historian wrote.

Before that, it was where Abraham sank a well. And the Battle of Beersheba
on October 31, 1917, was as much about water os it was about outfianking
the Turks in Palestine.

After riding for 30 hours across the desert from near Gaza to this little town
120km south-west of Jerusalem — stopping to fight the enemy on the way —
the British, Australian and New Zealand soldiers and their horses were very
thirsty indeed.

Matters were looking grim when, affer mulfiple aftacks by infantry and
mounfed froops,the Turksh gorison efusedifoyie

Part of the $40,000— only  small part —which Mrs. Bushton had in her chamois
bag was paid out for land on which fo build the new home. For it is evident
that a house must have a place fo rest uy

Very little money bought a great dedl of landin those diays and Mrs. Bushton
found hersef alanded lady." Then the house was put up. Fourteeny rooms fo
maich and morfise fogether. The frame was of course of solid oak. Two doors
and fen windows opened from the front. Many of these windows are; foday
exactly as they were when they were put in place 58 years ago.

Some panes have been broken or have fallen out, but the greater number of
the finy sheets of glass are those that Mrs. Bushton imported on the
Independence.

When that became better i C

leamed that in biinging skl o Caifornia she had been ceming codls fo
Newcasfle. Good pine and her,
she loid ol he floor n her new house. The Bide vioke wers of New Zediona
e. And fhen fo matke it

By about 3pm, wi “day on the wane", L
Chauveldedidod i wos nack o nothi
inthe fading fgh.

But to whom would he enrust the
deadly mission? And dfter hard
fighting in the hot and waterless
country, the bulk of his large force
was spent.

Chauvel. a proud Australian who at
fimes felt his countrymen were
sielined by their Biifish

commanders, had fo choose

Harry
g". He would order a ccvu\ry charge

He chose his kin despite the Brifish
force being a cavalry unit
wipped with swords, wi
Grant's brigade was “mounted
infantry”; that is, soldiers who rode fo a batfle then fought on foot.

This is what perplexed fhe German and Turkish commanders when Grant's
men trotted over the ridge. Usualy, he Australians would dismount and fight

BT

Sronger andmare dsable fhe
much despised "mud” w
called info service, and
between the outer and the
inner walls was placed an
interlining of adiobe.

Shades of Jane Bushton! Could
you but know that the adobe
you 5o scomed was fo save
your home from utter collapse
on a certain morming in April
two years agol The front,
door opened immediafely info
abig living room or hall. The
floor is warped and uneven
now, butin the first days— the.
days when Jane Bushton raised and reared her family of boys and girls— this
room was the ballroom of the house, and many are the stories that could be
fold of briliant balls and receptions that were held here. So that after all that
floor must have had a day of glory s well as of dec:

On some of the lumber faint outlines of the letters 'B. & H." may stil be traced
8.8 H. were Bushnell & Hanson, the confractors who had built fhe house in
Australia.

Heavy weights must think o second fime and then again a third before trying
10 go upstairs in the Allen house, as it is now known. They are apt o get stuck.
The staircases are exactly two feet wide. We need go no further than fo
glance af these stairs fo know fhat Jane Bushton must have been a siight gl
And then, too, though fhis is cimost oo much fo credit, her friends must have

First Wooden House in Califromia,
Monterey, California
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allbeen built on the same pian. For nothing else could ever make the turn in
those narow stairs. The heavy fumiture in the rooms above must have been
taken in piecemedl through the windows.

In 1850, two years affer Mrs. Bushton had come fo Monterey, she was asked
1o allow a woman to stay with her for a few weeks. Hospitality was the order
of fhose days, and two rooms were piaced at fhe disposal of her stranger
guest. Upon this woman three men called constantly. They, 100, were
strangers in he land— no one knew whence they came or whither they were

nd.

At last the custom house was robbed— of $30,000! The whole fown was
under vigilance. Everybody was walched with suspicious eye, especially
strangers. Mrs. Bushton had never liked the woman then living under her roof,
and one night when the three men were calling in fhe other room she.
secrefed herself in a small closet, having previously bored a hole hrough the
adobe 5o fhat she wouid miss nothing if there was anything fo see or hear.
There was. The men produced the bags of bulion and, on condition of
sharing it with the woman, were allowed o lake up the second step of the

hide thelr solen
booly.

Mss. Bushton reported the
matter af once 1o the
authorities. The woman put up
@ bold fight. She was sitfing on
the second step when they
arived and boldly and loudly

.
woman and what kind of men
e you fo come prowiing through an honest woman's rooms¢ Get out with

ve!
But those officials must have been a set of boars, for, not yielding to their
request, the lady was litted bodly off her post of defense and the hidden

. The three men and the woman was
allowed fo go her way.
The house itselfis now in & most dilapidated condition. The west wall looks as
though a gentle breeze from the south would blow it apart. Nevertheless,
here iive the son, and the great icren of Jane.
Allen--or Jane Bushion as she is better known in this story.
Tom Allen, her son, is now and has been for many years constable of
Monterey. His mother must have been an exceedingly attractive young

igs

The Light Horse moved off at the frof, and almost ot once quickened fo a
gallop. As they came over the fop of the ridge and looked down the long,
gentle open slope fo Beersheba, they were seen by the Turkish gunners, whe
opened fire with shrapnel.

But the pace was 0o fast for the gunners. Affer fhree kilometres Turkish
machine-guns opened fire from fhe flank, but they were defected and
silenced by Biifish artillery. The rife fire from the Turkish frenches was wild and
high as the Light Horse approached.

The front french and the main french were jumped and some men
dismounted and then attacked the Turks with rifle and bayonet from the rear.
Some galloped ahead fo seize the rear Irenches, while ofher squadrons
galloped straight info Beersheba.

Nearly all the wells of and further water

from a storm that had filed the pools. The 4th andl 12th Light Horse casuallies
were thirty-one kiled ond thirty-six wounded; they captured over 700 men. The
capture of Beersneba meant that the Gaza-Beersheba line was tumed. Gaza
fell a week later and on 9 December 1917, the Biifish froops entered
Jerusalem.

A Chrstmas Card sent fo the Imperial Light

Horse on Active Service from Officers, Non-
Commissioned Officers and Men. Xmas 1914
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Beersheba The Charge of the 4th Light Horse, 1917
The Battle in Brief

The charge of the 4th Australian Light Horse ot Beersheba late in the affernoon
of 31 October 1917, s rememizered s the last great cavalry charge.

The assault on Beerheba began at dawn with the infantry divisiors of the
British XX Corps attacking from the south and south-west. Despite arfillery and
dirsupport, neither the infantry attacks from the south, or the Anzac Mounted
Division's attack from the ecst had succeeded in capturing Beershelba by mid
-afterncon.

With Time running
ot for the
Australicns to
capture Beersheba
and its wells before
clar, Lisutenant
General Harry
Chauvel, the
Australian
commander of the
Desert Mounted
Corps, ordered
Brigadier General
William Grarmt,
commanding the

UNIFORMS WOILN 1N EASTERN CAMPATGNS, 1011-18,

Ath Light Horse

Brigade, 1o make o mounted attack directly towards the town. Chauvel knew,
from aeral photographs, that the Turkish frenches in front of the fown were Not
protected by barbed wire.

However, German bomizing had forced the 4th Brigade inte a scattered
formation and it was not until 4.50 pm that they wers in position. The Brigade
assembled behind rising ground & kilometres south-east of Beersheba with the
Ath Light Horse Redgiment on the right, the 12th Light Horse Regiment on the left
and the 11th Light Horse Regiment in reserve.,

The Australian Light Horse was fo be used purely as cavalry for the first time.
Although they were not equipped with cavalry sabres, the Turks who faced
the long bayonets held by the Australions did not consider there was much
difference between a charge by cavalry and a charge by mounted infantry.
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woman in her day, if alarge oil painting in one of the bedroorms spedks the
fruth. It is the face of asenows, digrified yvoung woman, her hair parted
severely in the centfer, large earmest eves which follow, the wvisitor as he
mowes through her rocoms and haunt him affer he leawves them. She wos o
widow twice. Of her second husband, Krampnet by name, history tells but
little.

Her third and last husband was James Allen and by him she had a large
family, now all married and scattered throughouwt Monterey county. The old
house confairs much of the fumiture which Jane Bushton placed

there. The piano is as handsome an: old mahogary square as one would find
in o month's wanderngs. The bureau, o great massive chest of drarwers,
shares the honors of the kig bedroom with two immerse davenports— the
low deep kindwhere one would stay the while and where it were easy 1o
wedawve Tales of other days and other times. In one of these Jane Bushton may
harve passed the shorter and later days of her varied life. Here she may hawve
dreamed of the honors that had bbeen hers, of the tiumphs she had known.
And in this room, foo, she fell asleep.

Jane Bushton (Allen) portrait
by Leonardo Barbier

Mrs Jane Bushion (Allen) the year before her
death aged 22 years




THE STAMPEX 2017 COMMEMORATIVE MEDALLION
By Barie Newman at the Adeldide Mint

The 2017 meddllion reflects the theme of Stampex 2017, to highlight
the Australian Light Horse exploits during World War I

The obverse of the medallion shows the Stampex logo and the reverse
features the iconic Waler Horse, the backbone of the:
Australian Light Horse units.

" The Waler — the horse from the “Colony of New South
Wales” dates its origins from the foundation of
Australia, as the first horses ever te arrive in Australia
came with the First Feet in 1788 from Cape Town.
They were the Barb — a sturdy versafile horse.
Subsequently, many more breeds arived as they were nesded,
including Arab, Draft, Theroughbred, harness horses and riding ponies.
The infusion of these breeds made for afough, durable and versatile
horse, swift of foot and perfectly suited to the harsh Australian
environment of the fime.

The horse was not only needed as the general riding herse but had to
pull the plough, be the stock horse, take the family to town in the
buggy and in fum become mounts for froopers, explorers,
bushrangers and the army. With strong hooves and bone, powerful
hindquarters, agility and stamina this Australion horse showed
endurance, versafiity and a loyal personality coupled with a quiet
and friendly temperament.

These horses, bred in Australia, subsequently came to the notice of
the Briish Army in India who purchased large numbers as arlilery
horses and troopers' horses or remounts, By 1867 they considered the
horse, which they called the “"Waler” (because it came from the
Colony of New South Wales), o be the finest cavalry horse in the
world. Compared to their English counterpart, more used to green
pastures and soft ground, the Waler could cope with the harshest of
condiiens.

Between 1841 and 1931 almost half a million horses were exported to
markets inIndic, South-East Asia and East Asia,

BOER WAR & WORLD WAR |

The Waller is henoured and famed s the war horse of fhe Australion
soldier in the Boer War and even more famously in World War I. In what
was o become known as the last great cavalry charge in history, 800
men and horses of the Australion Light Horse, under Lt Gen Harry
Chauvel, though vastly outnumbered, mounted a most successful
cavaly charge on the water wells of Beersheba, te help open the way
to Jerusalem. Sadly, only one of the many thousands of Australian
horses sent off to World Wer I was allowed to retumn to Australia.

WORLD WAR I

At the outbreak of the War, Militia Light Horse units were mobilised to
protect key areas in Australia. By 1941 their horses were replaced by
amoured vehicles. In 1942, with Australia under threat from Japanese
invasion, herses were the main mode of fransport of the North Australia
Observer Unit (NAOU). Over 1100 horses, mules and donkeys gave the
troopers, nicknamed the “Mackercos,” the necessary mobilty and
stealth to provide early waming and patrel huge tracts of northemn
Australia, parficularly in the harsh conditions of the outback. in the
“wet" and in offen inaccessible tenitory. They and their “Walers” foo,
tormed a close and reliable bond.

A posteard was also published
for Stampesx 17 Remembering
the Service of the Australian
Light Horse During War

Which shows our three
Memorials to 1he Australian
Light Horse, here in Adelaide
South Austraflia.

South Aushalian
Remembeing Merrarials
tha Sarvice.

1o the
aushralan light
Hase:

Australian light Horss

These were produced fo co-incide with the 100 years since the Bottle
of Beersheba on 315t October 1917,

Plecse contact Claire if you wish to purchase either the Medalion in
Cupro-Nickel $15 or Bronze $20 or the Postcard $5.
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