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 Australian Postcard Society Inc. 
  Meetings:  7.45p.m. — 4th Thursday of the month    

            except December (11 meetings only per year)  

 

  Where   SAPHIL House, 22 Gray Court, Adelaide  

 

  Who    Anybody interested in postcards 

 

  Costs   Gold coin donation to cover supper costs. 

   

  Auction held each meeting—Forms available from Secretary 

 

     Syllabus for 2017 

 

 Date   Invited Displays-  

 

     26th January  Australia Day—Everyone please bring     

    an ‘Australian’ Postcard   

 

     23rd February  Alma Downes One Framers  

 

     23rd March   Trading Night 

 

     27th April   Betty Cornish Trophy  

    6 Page Competition -Theme - Children 

     

     6-7th May    POSTCARD EXHIBITION & Congress,  

    Drill Hall, Adelaide 

 

     25th May   From Bonoparte to Napoleon –  

    Michel Roland 

 

     27th June   Isle of Wight—Linda Welden 

 

     27th July   A.G.M. 

    Empire Trophy 8 Page Competition -  

    Theme - British Colonies 

 

     24th August  Roberts Surprise 

 

     28th September  Riverboats—Ron Harriss 

 

     26th October  Japan Maximum Cards  

 

     23rd November  Christmas Supper - Bring a plate of food to share and 

    A Christmas postcard to Display 
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ELECTED COMMITTEE: 
 
President      Robert Halliday 
Vice-President  John Bodnar 
Treasurer      David Figg 
Secretary      Linda Welden 
Librarian      Robert Halliday 
Publicity      Glen Northcott 
Auction Superintendent George Turner 
Magazine Editor     Claire Thomas 
SAPC Delegates  Claire Thomas 
    Glen Northcott 
Raffle Organiser       Glen Northcott        
PATRON      Phil Sunman 
Website Managers     Jeff Trinidad 
Auditor      Andy Kovaleff 

Any questions or matters of interest 
contact   
 The Secretary,  
  Linda Welden,  
  PO Box 281,  
  Edwardstown,  
  South Australia, 5039. 
 
email:   lindawelden35@gmail.com 
Phone: 0421 367 665 

Membership Fees—1st July-30th June 
 

 SINGLE  $20.00 
 JUNIOR up to 16 $  6.00 
 FAMILY  $30.00 

   OVERSEAS  AUS$35.00  
Paypal available 

 

BULLETIN BACK ISSUES 

 If you have missed out on back issues of the Bulletin they are available at $5 plus 

postage. Or I can email you a pdf  
 

BECOME INVOLVED    

Bring any interesting items for “Show and Tell”. 

Members can bring their items for sale to meetings. 

Bring auction lots to meetings. 
 

ARTICLES FOR THE BULLETIN 

Bring in a postcard… or as many as you want.  

If you are from interstate/overseas scan it and email. Or send the postcard 

registered mail it will be scanned and returned asap registered post. 

With each postcard a write-up will be needed - about half page or more. Either 

hand written or typed.  

Add your name if you wish or not if you are worried about the safety of your 

collection.  

Keep them coming they will be added as space permits. 
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BUYING   -   SELLING 

Old Books, Postcards, Trade Cards, 
Cigarette Cards, Ephemera, 

Autographs, Sheet Music, Anything Printed. 
 

  ABRA CARD ABRA    ROYCROFT 
680 High Street, East Kew, 3102, Victoria 

Phone/Fax  (03) 9859 4215 
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MEMBERS ADVERTISEMENTS: 
WANTED TO BUY: 
 
For Sale Radio Active Newspaper Published by the ABC August 1970 
Series 2, Volume 6 #8 Fair Condition—offers, 
Souvenir Special 200 years of Australia's First Newspaper Fair 
Condition—offers        Contact John 0416 944 236 
 
Australian Comic Postcards.  Collector and researcher looking for  
singles, groups, duplicates, hoards, large/small collections.   
Anything considered.   
Contact Gary Davies, PO Box 107, Magnetic Island, Queensland, 4819.    
email:  ccbnq@optusnet.com.au 
 
New Zealand Postcards Contact Linda Welden 0421 367 665  
lindaw3456@gmail.com 
 
Postcards of Kalamunda (West Australia), Goa (India),  
Lord Howe Island & Magnetic Bay (Queensland) and Norfolk Islands  
Email:  pk@bankofideas.com.au   or  Call Peter Kenyon on:   62931848 
 
Murray Bridge Postcards and items wanted Please contact  
Robert Halliday 0419 800 497 
 
 
Members if you want to advertise your buys and sells etc let me 
know. 
 
 

 

 

Business Advertising 
 

Per Bulletin prices 
 

$30 per full page  
$15 half page 

$7.50 1/4 page 
 

Our Bulletins go world wide  
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From The Editor—  

Hi Folks, 

 

A huge thank you for anyone who contributes items to The Bulletin. 

For every page published, you get $1 from your next years 

subscription fees. 

 

For Members who do use Facebook we do have a club page. 

 

Members of the public are invited to donate any unwanted 

postcards to our club. 

 

Claire Thomas   
“If you don’t ask, you don’t find out” 

 

If you ever need/want to contact me 

Mobile phone 0426 253 276—I am always happy to ring you back 

 

Letters to the Editor 
 
 
 

GOOD NEWS 

 

Postcards Online new website www.postcardsonline.com.au and on eBay  

http://stores.ebay.com.au/Postcards Online  

on Delcampe http://www.delcampe.com.au/seller_sales.php?

language=E&nickname=postcards-online 

Sell Club postcards and for various clients. Anybody interested in Postcards 

Online selling your postcards, contact Claire for relevant fees and charges. 

 

COMING EVENTS 2017: 

 

If anybody knows of events that may interest members please advise the  

committee so that it can be included in the Bulletin. 

 

 



 

 

Australian Hospital Ships 
 

 

 

 

TSS Karoola 

 
 

Postcard Sent to Findon 

South Australia 

Publisher WHS&S  

 

 

 

HMAT A63 Karoola as Troop Ship  
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commercial aircraft for Britain’s needs after WWII and not to be 

totally reliant on American aircraft.  Bristol aircraft designed and 

built the first prototype in 1952.  The aircraft was designed in 

response to BOAC’s requirements for a medium range empire 

transport to service routes to Britain’s colonies.  When the aircraft 

after much testing and modification went to service for BOAC in 

February 1957 it was the largest and quietest airliner in the world 

and was dubbed the whispering giant. 

Whilst the aircraft was still proving itself certain hot spots in the world 

required Britain to move people quickly out of danger and a large 

commercial aircraft like the Britannia became the ideal workhorse.  

They became known as the crisis duties.  In the autumn of 1956 riots 

in Lebanon caused the evacuation of civilians courtesy of the 

Britannia.  200 British wives and children were crammed in one flight 

from Bahrain to Aden.  The Hungarian Uprising was also to involve 

the Britannia in November and December of the same year.  2699 

Hungarian refuges that had made it to Vienna were evacuated to 

Britain in 24 flights.  In 1959 during the troubles in the Belgium Congo 

Europeans were evacuated from Leopoldville.  IN 1961 after the 

disaster of the “Bay of Pigs” for American, the remaining American 

civilians in Cuba were also evacuated by using Britannia’s. 

Back during the Suez crisis in August 1956 the Britannia was used to 

send troop re-enforcement to Cyprus as each flight could carry 116 

troops non-stop to Nicosa.  69 Flights were made during the crises.  

The Britannia was not without its problems and there were several 

crashes that resulted in ongoing improvements.  In all 85 Britannia’s 

were built with 79 registered and flying.  It was one of the few 

successful British commercial aircraft after the war before the total 

dominance of American manufacturers. 

 

 

An African Safari Airways Britannia at Basel with ‘Zebra’ striped tail 
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On arrival in Singapore the airport terminal was a small building with 

many whirring ceiling fans and hard wooden bench seats.  The 4 

couples were taken to a RAF transit camp to Changi village on the 

beach next door to the gaol.  The village was a collection of 

ramshackle huts situated near the beach and they were advised not 

to eat the food from the stalls.  They had to stay here for 3 nights to 

wait for the next QANTAS flight to take them to Australia.  During this 

time they had a tour of Singapore. During this time they had a tour of 

Singapore, which was a low-rise town with villages at the waters edge 

with the huts on stilts.  After 3 nights the party were taken to the airport 

as the Qantas Empire Airways aircraft a Boeing 707 was expected.  A 

Qantas representative advised the party that the aircraft was 

delayed and still in Bangkok.  On hearing this news the couple were 

upset and one of the couples complained and as the party was now 

the responsibility of QANTAS the man arranged for a night’s  

accommodation at the Cathay’s Ocean Park Hotel for the night.  This 

was a large bungalow hotel with beautiful gardens as my mum 

remembers.  

Finally the next day the 4 couples boarded their Qantas flight to 

Australia, shopping in Darwin for fuel and customs and then on to 

Adelaide.  My parents lived in a small flat in Toorak Gardens for the 

next 4 years and I was born there in 1964.  Due to my parents being 

British and in Australia on a special project I received 2 birth 

certificates, one British and one Australian,  Go figure ! 

The Bristol Britannia and other commercial aircraft was conceived as 

a result of the Brabazon committee which held meetings in 1942.  The 

committee headed by Lord Brabazon was established to design 

Canadian Pacific Britannia as a ’Foldcard’ of Canada Limited Montreal.  
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TSS Karoola  

7,391 tons; speed 15 knots 

 

Owned by the McIlwraith, McEeacharn’s Line Pty Ltd of Melbourne, 

the Karoola was initially used as a troop transport (HMAT A63), first 

sailing from Australia in June 1915 to Egypt.. 

 

From there she sailed to Southampton where she was converted to a 

hospital ship with accommodation for 460 patients, including 288 cots. 

 

In December 1915, as the Australian 1st Hospital Ship, she arrived back 

in Adelaide with the Gallipoli wounded on what would be the first of 

numerous voyages between England and Australia, including in 

October 1916 when she carried five soldiers from the 5th/22nd that had 

been wounded on the Somme in France for return to Australia.  

 

On her outbound voyages in 1916 to 1918 she transported Army 

Medical, Australian General Hospital, and Hospital Transport Corps 

reinforcements to England, before returning with more invalided 

soldiers. The Karoola remained under the charter of the 

Commonwealth government until June 1919. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With thanks to— 

anzac-22nd-

battalion.com/

hospital-ships/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/A02861/
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Eddie Reichenback 

Overland cyclist and photographer  

by Michele Adler 

 

It’s a long story—about 100 years old. 

My grandfather, Ted Ryko (aka Eddie 

Reichenback), set an overland cycling 

record on a bicycle from Adelaide to 

Darwin in 1914.  He travelled the 

distance, 3150 km (1969 miles) in 28 days 

and 7 minutes. 

His mount was a modified Turner bicycle 

with Dunlop thorn proof tyres.  There 

were no made roads in those days.  It 

was quite a ride.  50 pounds was the 

prize. 

Ted followed the old Ghan railway line to Oodnadatta and then the 

maintenance tracks of the Overland Telegraph line to Alice Springs, 

Tennant Creek and Darwin.  War broke out soon after his arrival and 

the record for his route stall stands!  Amazing after all these years! 

Ted Ryko set up business in Cavenagh 

Street, Darwin from 1914 to 1917 (with the 

onset of the Great War, he changed his 

name from Reichenbach to Ryko) and 

became a well-known photographer who 

documented Territory life.. He travelled 

extensively on his bicycle, photographing 

local Aboriginal people and events, such as 

buffalo shooting, cattle droving, crocodile 

hunting and ceremonies. 

He turned his photos into postcards and 

sold them.  They are often inscribed in white 

cursive letters and with the works Ryko 
photo. Ted’s trademark bicycle was 

frequently (but not always) featured in the 

picture.  His postcards are now collectors’ 

items and are housed in museum and 

libraries around Australia.  
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to take them to Australia,  The army wives would be re-united with 

their husbands based in Singapore and Malaya. 

The flight to Istanbul was uneventful; the Britannia had a cruising 

speed of 345mph.  There were in light meals but there were no films.  

Smoking in the aircraft was allowed at the back.  After re-fuelling in 

Istanbul the aircraft departed for Bombay.  Over the Arabian Sea my 

mum looking our the porthole noticed one of the 4 propellers slowing 

down. In her excitement she shouted out to all the other passengers in 

the cabin and this generated a lot of discussion.  The captain then 

made an announcement on the speaker “you may have noticed 

that the starboard engine has stopped.  We are quite capable of 

flying on 2 engines but as we have not passed the point of no return 

we will be returning to Istanbul”.  My mum thought this is not British 

Eagle but a bunch of turkeys.  The aircraft then turned around and 

flew at a lower altitude and with more turbulence back to Istanbul. 

Once back in Istanbul, all passengers were taken to the Hilton Hotel 

for the night courtesy of the airline.  My mum was amazed, it was all 

marble, incredibly luxurious and the first time she had seen a bidet.  

Next morning after breakfast the 4 couples were out on the terrace 

admiring the view of Istanbul with the might Bosphorus, the Blue 

Mosque, Hagia Sophia and Topkapi Palace all visible from the hotel 

terrace.  They then decided, let’s hire 2 taxis and take a tour of the 

city.  At that moment an airline representative arrived and said no 

one is to leave, as the aircraft is ready to depart.  Apparently 

overnight a replacement engine has been flown in and installed.  The 

flight to Singapore was uneventful except that one of the army wives 

had tried to flush a nappy in the toilet causing a blockage and the 

whole aircraft had a certain smell, fortunately there were extra toilets 

on board. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 An EL AL Bristol Britannia on Palphot postcard noting about the “Whispering Giant”  
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The Whispering Giant—Bristol Britannia  
by Robert Goddard 

 

In the modern jet age we are spoilt for choice.  We now have large 

commercial aircraft, which allows for cheaper airfares, many choices 

in airline operators, lots of competition and choice in route and 

stopovers.  After World War 2 commercial aviation re-established itself 

and started to grow and become more common however it was still 

very expensive to make any journey by air.  Air travel was the domain 

of wealthy people in the 1950s and even in the 1960s  Britain had 

garrisons and air bases in various parts of the British Empire, which was 

still in existence.  The included locations like Aden Cyprus, Kenya, 

Ceylon, Singapore, Malaya and Hong Kong. Army and Air Force 

Servicemen, their wives and children needed to be transported to 

and from these destinations on an ongoing basis. 

My father entered the RAF in 1953 and by 1959 was training at the 

Bristol aircraft factory in the new bloodhouse missile technology.  On 

completion this required a re-location to Adelaide where missiles were 

being tested in conjunction with the Australian Govt at Woomera.  In 

the late 1940’s British Eagle Airways with their fleet of Bristol Britannia’s 

won the air-trooping contact from the British Govt.  This meant that my 

parents would be flying by air from Britain to Australia, a not to 

common event in those days. 

In May 1961, the young Mr & Mrs Goddard with 3 other air force 

couples arrived at Stanstead airport.  They waited in Nissan hits with 

army wives and crying children to board a Bristol Britannia on a flight 

to Singapore.  The Nissan huts were a legacy of WWII as Stanstead 

was built by the Americans and was a former bomber base.  All 

passengers were then instructed to board the aircraft.  The motors 

started and the engines were revved, excitement was building 

amongst the passengers, my mum had never flown before.  The 

captain made an announcement “We have a slight technical 

problem; we would like you to back to the lounge”.  After the groans 

had subsided, all passengers disembarked and went back to the 

Nissan huts for the next 4 hours.  Eventually late at night the 4 couples, 

army wives and sleepy children boarded for the exciting adventure of 

flying to Singapore.  The entailed re-fuelling stops at Istanbul, Bombay 

and Singapore.  The 4 couples were then to waif for a QANTAS flight  

-  7  - 

He also wrote a regular column for the NT 

Times and Gazette and was an Aboriginal 

advocate in a murder trial.  He left Darwin in 

1917, but years later returned to the Territory, 

living in Katherine Rodinga, Ilbunga and 

Bundooma between 1940 and 1957. 

There was an exhibition of his work at the NT 

library in June 2014 with the launch on 11 

June.  The date is important as it coincided 

with Ted’s arrival in Darwin 100 years 

previously on his record-breaking trip. An 

extended version of this story originally 

appeared in Issue 22 of “Inside History” 

magazine. 

If anyone knew Ted or has any of his 

postcards or photos of him, I would love to 

hear from you. 

Contact details 

Michele Adler 

Michele@adland.com.au 

03 5145 5422  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ryko is pictured riding his bike through a 'gauntlet of spears', though it is believed the picture was 

posed and he had a good relationship with local indigenous people. Ryko is pictured riding his 

bike through a 'gauntlet of spears', though it is believed the picture was posed and he had a 

good relationship with local indigenous people. The caption on this picture reads 'Arnhem Land 

cycling episode - overcome by the Myalls. Running the gauntlet of spears' 
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Mephisto  

Thanks to David Johnson & QCCS 

 

Enlistments at Enoggera in April 1915 included recruits from 

Queensland and the numbers were bolstered by Tasmanian recruits.  

They were formed up into the 26th Battalion under the 7th Brigade.  

Little did they know that some of their number would be the first to 

capture a German tank, the first German tank to be captured by the 

Allies.  This event was three years away, however. 

The Battalion landed at Gallipoli on 13 September, 1914 and were 

largely support troops in defence positions.  As with the rest of the 

Gallipoli forces they withdrew from the peninsula in December 1915.  

The 26th Battalion along with the 28th Battalion eventually went to 

France (*months later).  Together these Battalions undertook the first 

Australian trench raid on the Western Front in 6 June 1916. 

In 1916 the British deployed the first tanks to be used in WW1.  It was 

not until 1917 that Germany produced its first 20 A7V 

Sturmpanzerwagons.  They were used in the first instance in the Battle 

of the Somme. 

 
A7V Details 

The A7V model of tank was really just an armour plated box mounted 

on a caterpillar tracked chassis.  However, unlike its British counterpart 

it had sporing suspension. 

The A7Vs were constructed using various thickness of armour plating.  

The front was 30mm, the side were 20mm, the cupola 15mm and the 

roof was 7.5mm thick.  Its dimensions were 7.34 metres long, 3 metres 

wide and 3.3 metres high.  The tank managed a top speed of about 

10 millimetres an hour and weighed about 30 tonnes. 

Power was provided by two water cooled four-cylinder petrol 

engines.  These engines were 100 horsepower Daimlers mounted side 

by side in the centre of the tank.  Each engine had a separate drive 

train to the tracks on their respective sides but they were linked by a 

common gearbox. The original design and manufacture of the 500 

series of tanks only included machine guns.  This was soon modified to 

accommodate the Maxim-Nordenfelt cannon.  The A7Vs in 

operational use were armed with two different configurations; a single 

mounted Maxim-Nordenfelt (57 millimetre calibre) cannon and six 

Model 1908 Maxim 7.92mm heavy machine guns.  The configuration 

was referred to as the male tank.  The configuration with eight Model 
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Glamour Postcards 

Billie Burke 

 

Mary William Ethelbert Appleton "Billie" Burke (August 7, 1884 – May 14, 

1970) was an American actress, famous on Broadway and in early 

silent film. She was nominated for the Academy Award for Best 

Supporting Actress in 1938 for her performance as Emily Kilbourne 

in Merrily We Live . Billie Burke was the wife of Broadway 

producer Florenz Ziegfeld, Jr., of Ziegfeld Follies fame, from 1914 until his 

death in 1932. 

Billie died in Los Angeles on May 14, 1970 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Billie with 

coloured dress 

Published by 

Philco  

PU 1907 

Billie on postcard sent 

to Gawler Railway  

Published by AL E 

Stamp removed 
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Glamour Postcards 

Gertie Millar 

 

Gertrude "Gertie" Millar (later Countess 

of Dudley) (21 February 1879 – 25 April 

1952) born in Manningham, Bradford 

UK, was an English actress and singer of 

the early 20th century, known for her 

performances 

in Edwardian 

musical comedies. 

 

A Tucks Postcard 

Dated 1908 

 

 

 

Beginning her career at age 13, Millar was a 

prominent star of musical comedies for two 

decades. She married composer Lionel 

Monckton, who composed many of her shows 

and songs that she made famous. After 

Monckton died in 1924, Millar married the 2nd 

Earl of Dudley.  

Gertie died in Chiddingfold in 1952. 

 

Gertie on the  

Letter ‘M’  

A Yes or No  

Series Postcard 
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1908 Maxim 7.92mm heavy machine guns were referred to as the 

female tank.  

This type of tank normally had a crew of 18 but sometimes the crew 

numbered as many as 26.  The A7V was more heavily armoured, more 

heavily armed and faster that most Allied tanks.  However, they 

performed poorly on rough terrain and were prone to mechanical 

failure.  The A7Vs did perform well in selected battles but there were 

too few of them to make any real difference to the outcome of the 

war. 

 

Mephisto at Queensland 

Museum Brisbane. 

Published by Sydney 

Hughes 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Combat History of No 506 

These tanks made their 

debut on the German 

Spring Offensive in March 

1918.  Vehicle 506, three 

other A7Vs and five 

captured English tanks 

neutralised Allied strong 

points around the French 

town of St Quentin.  Both 

501 and 506 proved 

effective in this role.  The 

tanks played a relatively minor part in the battle overall but vehicle 

506 was named Mephisto thereafter and a devil (Mephistopheles) 

running off with a British tank under one arm was painted on its front 

armour.  
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In late April 1918 Mephisto and 13 other A7V’s attempted to capture 

the village of Villers-Bretoneaux as a part of the general advance on 

Amiens.  The tanks were allocated to three difference areas and one 

of these groups encountered British Mark IV tanks.  This resulted in the 

first recorded tank versus tank engagement.  The outcome was three 

damaged Mark IVs and one damaged A7V. 

The group which included Mephisto successfully cleared the British 

front in its sector and proceeded towards a fortified farm in 

Monument Wood near Villers-Bretoneaux.  During the advance 

Mephisto was driven into a deep shell crater from which the Germans 

could not removed it with the resources they had at the time.  On 24 

April 1918 the Allies surrounded the tank and found it stuck fast. The 

crew who were trapped inside were dead.  The soldiers of the 26th 

Battalion, which included numbers of Queenslanders, made sure the 

tank could not be recovered by the Germans. 

 
 

Mephisto Multiview 

Photographed & 

Published by Russell Turner 

Printed by Vistaprint 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Recovery of No 506 

Mephisto could not be 

moved until the battle 

front was pushed 

beyond Monument 

Wood and this did not 

occur until 11 July 1918.  

The 26th Battalion AIF 

were in full control of 
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the woods and on the night of 22 July 1918 Mephisto was recovered 

and taken to Vaux-en-Amionois.  It was shipped to England in January 

1919.  In the six month interval Mephisto was redecorated with details 

of its capture, soldiers’ names and a “British Lion” with his paws on an 

A7V. 

A decision was made to transport Mephisto to Queensland so that it 

could be displayed as a “war trophy”.  Mephisto was shipped to 

Brisbane aboard SS Armagh in June 1919 and the tank was unloaded 

at Norman Wharf.  On the morning on 22 August, 1919 two Brisbane 

City Council steamrollers towed the tank to the Queensland Museum 

in Gregory Terrace.  Mephisto was displayed in the front of the 

Museum until 1986.  In that year both the tank and the museum were 

relocated to the Queensland Cultural Centre, South Bank. 
 

Survival of A7Vs  

All German tank units were disbanded after the armistice.  Of the A7Vs 

produced, several were lost in combat with some of these passing into 

Allies hands and all but Mephisto were scrapped by either the 

Germans of the Allies in the post war years.  The German 

Sturmpanserwagen (A7V vehicle number 506) is a display feature of 

the Queensland Museum.. It is the only original surviving example of a 

group of 7 tanks, body numbers 501 to 507.  Chassis number 506 was 

for the first production run of this type ot tank.  Because of the loss of 

specifications a German delegation visited the Queensland Museum 

to record carious details. A replica was constructed in the years 1987 

to 1990.  Wotan (563) is a full size replica and has been put on display 

at the Panzermuseum (tank museum) at Munster in Germany,  The full 

story of Mephisto to tole in Mark Whitemore’s book published by the 

Queensland Museum and was available from the Museum’s Shop 
 

Recent History 

The 2011 flood in Queensland inundated the Mephisto and it was 

transported to the Ipswich Workshops Rail Museum for restoration 

 

The Mephisto has recently been loaned to the Australian War Museum 

to two years during the 100th Anniversary of WW1. 
 

With references from the Queensland Museum. 

 


