Anearly posteard, printed by chromclithography. This Genman post card has
the dadded fascination of the sender’s handwriting skilfully inferw oven
amongst the existing design and so credting a unique drtw ok,
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Georde Aldidge who came to South Australian in 1847 A well-knowh
publican he was associdated with the majestic Frince of Wales and Price
Alfred Hotels.

In 1854 he was dppointed a Ueutenant in the South Australian voluntesers.
He married Sarah Jane Brown on dth Septemioer 18546, George and Sarah
were the grand parents of composer and pianist Percy Grainger.

An obitudry and description of George Aldridge’s funerdl is published in the
South Austrdlian Chronicle 20t December 1879 page &.

Would ary memicers have dny more of the early German printed South
Australian posteards.

M Bronte Wotts

Unite 3/117 Diagondls Road,
Warradale SA 5044

Ermnail wy tisbornt@ryahoc.com.au
P08 8376 5749

Mol 0408 445 207

Recently we had Ray Garlick give us a display of Trarms in King William
Street, Adelaide.

His first statement albout his fram display was “If vouwant o get on d fram
vou hesed d ficket”

Which reminds me of a story albout one of our younger memioetrs getting on
the Adelaide Gleneald fram d few yadrs dago.

Someacne asked himif he had g ficket. His arewer wds that he wads [ooking
for the conductor.

Asenior memioer of owr society dppdarently locked at him and said
sormething like “We hawven't
had conductors for vears”

Hmm, now what was he going [
to do, eventudlly he was dble
fo buy a ticket and confinue
his jolurney.

Good one Glen.
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Surfers Paradise history

Jim Cavill and Surfers Paradise
Around 1920, Brisbane
hotelier, Jim Cavill, acquired
twenty five acres (10

hectares) of land in an area
known as Eiston - the place
we know now as Surfers
Paradise.

The name Jim Cawillis always
connected with the history of
Surfers Paradise. However, fo
understand the full story, we ‘

‘ POST CARD

need fo fist look back af an

In 1869, James Beatfie was
one of many first selectors or
farmers to fravel down fo the

south coast and hinferland.

Beatfie setfled south of an area which the Kombumerr people called Jani
Parila (today's Narrowneck). He selectedt 80 acres on fhe northem bank of
the Nerang River.

Tne Ioccmon of hisfarm was ot far from the future Cavil Avenve. Beattie
m for his y on the
v bank: Aroun hin,Fcemers wers ¢t Bcrely mavivkyg on thek s or
selections, growing crops such as maize and sugar cane.

Meyers Ferry

A German \mmlgmm called Johann Meyer acquied Becﬂves land in 1877.

e prop
Meyer qu\ck\y found, os many woud i the fotre, hal Hlisdyonis money to
providing accommodation and services to visitors and fravelers.
He buit a private feny service over the Nerang River as well as the Main
Beach Hofel necr the river bank in 1887. He financed his new ventures by
selling at auction in Brisbane, The Main Beach Esfate.
A Brisbane syndicate subdivided the land and named the newly surveyed
sireets (sandy racks) affer world champion scullers of the day: Edward

Hove. Prior fo 1954, the facility was known as the Methodist Home:
for Babies and Unmarried Mothers. The facility provided health care
services and housing for single young women and girls who were

Memorial
Babies' Home closed in 1976, the Methodist Church developed the
land info an aged care facility currently called Eldercare Oxford
Retirement Village. The Kate Cocks name continues as a day care.
cenfre.

The Home played a

role in the forcible
removal of Aboriginal
babies and children
from their families
known as the Stolen
Generations, and in
November 2011 the
Unifing Communities
and the Unifing
Church Synod of SA,
as the Methodist
Church became
known, formally

fo

of mothers who may have experienced

Hanlan, Edward Trickett, Elias Laycock and Thomas Ciifford. The: f
the sugar plantation was auctioned as the Newhaven Estate in 1888.

coercion fo give their babies up for adoption or the forcible
removal of babies and children in their care.
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Kate Cocks

Kate Cocks (bom Fanny Kate Boadicea
Zocks at Moonta on & Moy 1875, died
20 August 1754 was welfare worker and
the British Empire’s fist policewoman.
She is best known for her waork with
unmaried mothers and their babies. The
Kote Cocks Memornal Babies Home
named after herin honour of her work,

In 1700, Cocks retumed o the Y orke
Feninsula area to teach af a school

in Thomas Plains for a year. After this,
Cocks moved to the suburos of
Adelaide to teach at the Edwardstown
¥ Industrial Schoaol [18%8-1949)

i of Edwardstown, which had opened on
the site of the former Gids Reformatory on Naldera Street,
Edwardstown [(Glandaore). Cocks served as schoolmBtress and sulb-
matron theres.

In 1903, Cocks joined the State Children's Council, which had been
formed in 1884 as part of the Destitute Persons Amendment Act,
1884 as a clerk and in 1704 waos appointed the state's fiet probation
officer for jLnvenile first offenders.

In 1915 Cocks was appointed as South Australia’s fist woman police
constable, Her responsibilities included female offences around wouth
sexuality and alcoholism, prostitution, and salicitation.

After retirement in 1935, kate Cocks worked with the Methodist
Women's Home Mission Association to care for homeless gids, and she
served as voluntary superntendent until 1951, In 1934 the Methodist
Zhurch purchased a home in the Brighton area to serve s a care
facility for unmaried mothers and their newbom babies, and Cocks
maoved to the areain 1937 act as supenntendent.

The facility became known as the Kate Cocks Memornal Bobies’ Home
in 1984, The Home wos located in Wattle Street, Brighton now part of

S e

Visitors and travellers

By 15585, a horse and coach senice

was operating from Southport three

| times o week.

(| The coach crossed the Merang River
| at WMeyers Ferry and then travelled

along the baach. Johann Meyers

family operated a horse and bugagy

sarvice from the Southport hotels,

off ering wisitors a pleasure ip to the

__POST CARD hh{f ‘Qt.
ricin Suf Beach. Flire Thot i ipi |

In 188%. Meyer's M ain Beach Hotel | ; '
was declared o postal receiving ‘_j""r”‘“'r“ f ’;,-‘ i J"” ‘q—”:f r’""-r'; i
office, officially tifled Ebton, A pastal | Ameatlesy S foleed ‘(?“* ” ";”i {""
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narme and a mark on the map. ‘g.._ ;._ ] ,qrm Wi ._f .
FPeople would still refer to the place &, “
for g long time s Mever's Ferrny., o ‘ F “[!’r!wh ]
Avillage cnlled. Elston = ,r:,mf: oot L e,
The Postrmastar in Southpaort, a Mr £ o
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Faolmer, named the receiving office

nedr the surf beach affer his wife's home village in Mottinghamshire, England.
By the 18%0s, the fist entrepranaur of the area, lohann Meyerfaced financial
ruin and, after he died in 1701, the M ain Beach Hotel licence lapsed.

Elston weas without a hotel until Jim Cavil built the Surfars Paradiee Hotelin
1924,

Second land auction

As early as 1917, a Brisbane real estate compary, Arthur Blackwood Ltd,
offered forsale the Sufers Paradise Estate.

The auction was unsuccessful, partly becauvse access to the ared was stil
difficult, It was a great promotional name though and, in Jim Cavills day. he
lobbiedstrongly to have the name Ekton changed to Surfers Paradise,
Opening the Juhilee Bridge and building the South Coast Road

The nearest raibway station to Elston was located over the unbridged Merang
River at the town of Southport, The opening of the Jubilee Bridge in 1925
[celebrating 80 years since the fist auction of land at Southport in 16878) and
the extension of the South Coast Road brought a revalution fo the south
coast,

miotor cars could now fravel along a road which borderad the seaside
viloges of Elston and Burleigh He ads,

Estates such as Ocean Wave, Morhcliffe, Mermaid Beach and Micmi



Shores were promoted as sure fie investments. Investors and visitors needed!
a place to stay on the coast and in 1925, three hotels, the Surfers Paradise.
the Miomi and the Burleigh Heads Hotel opened to fake advantage of a
tourist boor

Surfers Paradise

In 1925, at a relatively isolated spot near a long white surf beach, Jim Cavil
opened his 16 bedroom hotel at the intersection of the South Coast Road
and the old coach frack which ran from Meyers Ferry fo the beach.
Around the hotel, the township of Elston came fo ife as local people
reopened the post office, and provided refreshments and facilfies for
campers and holiday-makers. A man with a keen eye for promofion, Jim
Cavill, with the support of locals, lobbied hord until the place name Elston
was changed fo the more glamorous Surfers Poradise in 1933,

Information and images suppiied by the City of Gold Coast Local Studies
Library.

Christmas rcros av

A Pt Stock in al the Latest Idsas:- Austratian and lmpmed

CHRISTMAS CARDS AND POSTCARDS OALORE

‘l‘he BIG Slore,

CAUSE AND
EFFECT OF THE

E PYEAR ENGAGEMENT

Leap Year Marriage Proposal Tradition
Inreland and Britain, itis @ fradition that women

may propose martiage only in leap years. While it has been claimed
that the tradition was initiated by Saint Patrick or Brigid of Kildare in 5th
century Ireland, this is dubious, as the fradiion has not been attested
before the 191h century.
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